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Tom Barrow on …
REGIONALISM:
People both in and out of Detroit love this

city. … I want to work with our suburban and
Canadian friends. ... For example, I think a
regional transit system is a great idea that
benefits everyone in and out of Detroit.

THE CITY’S DEFICIT:
Fixing our deficit will require scrapping the

city’s ancient budgeting process and imple-
menting a modern zero-based budget.
The new process will make department

heads accountable and require them to justi-
fy their budgets before my five-member
panel of Detroit government financial ex-
perts. … I would immediately freeze budgets
and conduct forensic audits on a few key
areas where fraud is clear and evident, such
as parking, payroll and real estate.

HELPING IMPROVE DPS:
I strongly believe the Detroit Public School

system can outperform charter schools based
on competition by paying teachers a compet-
itive wage and holding them accountable for
student performance. A Barrow administra-
tion plans to accomplish this goal by adopting
the best of charter schools’ successful prac-
tices, empowering parents and involving
them in governing their local schools.

HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH UNIONS:
Unions, like the people of Detroit, are

stakeholders and not strangers without
interest. While I have been endorsed by the
city’s unions, it is because of my stance on
fair treatment and sharing information. I
have been clear with this stakeholder group
that sacrifices may be necessary.
My administration will be transparent and

forthcoming with financial data, something
that is not done now.

FORECLOSURE CRISIS:
On a macro level, we need to create more

jobs for Detroiters so they can keep their
homes. I will do that by helping to create
small businesses and give them access to
working capital so they can hire more people.
I also plan to work with neighborhood block
clubs and civic groups to empower them to
take care of blighted foreclosed homes and
areas. I will do this by deputizing them, after
training, to ticket bank-foreclosed homes and
absent land owners for violations.

CRIME:
I plan to increase Detroit police ranks by

some 300 police officers (and in excess of
that number if the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice approves Detroit’s request for public
safety funds from the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009), while provid-
ing the department with 200, one-person
safe cars with state-of-the-art police in-
formation and communication technology to
improve response time and service deliv-
ery. …
Every city department is tens of millions

over budget, according to the 2007 KMPG
audit report. I am going to hold departments
accountable to their budget and use a piece
of that money to pay for the officers.

HIGH INSURANCE RATES:
I am a big fan of organizing a self-coverage

insurance option for Detroiters. I intend to
meet with other Michigan big-city mayors
and explore this option. There is no reason
why we can’t take care of our own, rather
than paying exorbitant rates to outside,
profit-making companies. It would be a coop-
erative effort between several Michigan
cities. It has been successfully done in other
urban markets. It would be self-funded by
the participants (meaning that instead of
paying premiums, participants would pay
money into the fund).

� TUESDAY, OCT. 27, 2009 WWW.FREEP.COM 7A

After a taxing interview in a TV
studio in downtown Detroit, where
hewas quizzed by the editorial page
editors of the city’s daily newspa-
pers, Detroit mayoral candidate
Tom Barrow released a long, deep
breath and took a sip of water.

“I’m tired, but I’m on a mission,”
he said.

Asked what his biggest frustra-
tion has been, the 60-year-old ac-
countant said, “I think our biggest
frustration was we weren’t getting
covered.”

Barrow, who came in second in
the August primary with 10,302
votes to Mayor Dave Bing’s 68,623,
doesn’t have the money to run the
kind of TV and radio ads that could
make him more of a household
name.

What’s made matters worse is
that Bing, who is always in the news
as he deals with the city’s $300-mil-
lion budget crisis, won’t debate him.
That’s cut deeply into voter expo-
sure and his ability to raise money.

“It’s not easy when you’re the
challenger,” said Barrow, who has
raised nearly $90,000.

Now, with the election almost
around the corner on Nov. 3, his
campaign is getting a lot more at-
tention. But many voters still don’t
know who Barrow is and his prima-
ry way of reaching them is going
door-to door or introducing himself
on the street.

“I’m going into the bars and
nightclubs,” Barrow said. “I’m go-
ing into the barbershops and beauty
shops, going to churches.”

He has 262 volunteers but no
paid staff members.

“This is truly a grassroots opera-
tion,” said Colleen Robar, a Barrow
campaign volunteer. “Anybodywho
can pull together some neighbors,
black coffee and some cookies —
he’ll come out.”

Hitting the streets
This day, Barrow has a late-

morning interview with Quinn
Klinefelter at WDET-FM (101.9), a
public radio station broadcasting
from Wayne State University, his
alma mater.

After leaving the studio, Barrow
makes a stop at his campaign head-
quarters at 2650 Gratiot, where
three volunteers sit by telephones
and stacks of campaign literature.
Moments later, he steps out and
crosses Gratiot with Robar and an-
other volunteer, Al Haywood, who
acts as his security. He walks into
the Inzone, a barber and beauty
shop.

“Tom Barrow, I’m running for
mayor of Detroit against Dave
Bing,” he said as he extended his
hand to one of the barbers. “We’re
going to take back our city.”

Outside the shop, Barrow

worked his way up the sidewalk, in-
troducing himself and shaking
hands.

“Tell your friends we’re going to
take our city back,” Barrow said to
Wyman Cobb, 40, of Detroit.

Cobb, a mechanic, later said he
was impressed. “He’s out here in
the streets,” he said. “He’s not hid-

ing behind anything; he’s out here
with the rest of us.”

The sentiment was echoed by
others, suggesting Barrow could
benefit from a backlash vote. Bing
has been criticized for his budget
cuts and for not campaigning.

As Michael Adams exited a busy
pawn shop, Barrow zeroed in on
him. “It’s important. Everything’s
at risk now.We’re going to send the
Republicans back where they came
from,”Barrow told him, referring to
Bing.

As Barrow continued down the
block, Adams, 51, said Barrow was
“just another man running for may-
or.”

Asked who will he vote for, Ad-
ams said, “I know it’s not going to be
Dave Bing. He doesn’t care about
the small person.”

Then Adams paused. He looked
toward Barrow. “I’ll vote for him
any time,” he said.

According to an EPIC-MRA poll
conducted from Oct. 18-20 for
WXYZ (Channel 7), Bing is polling
44% to Barrow’s 26 %, with 23% of
voters undecided. Another 3% say
they are leaning toward Bing, and
another 4% toward Barrow. Only
4% said they plan to vote for some-
one other than Bing or Barrow.

From humble beginnings
At the TV studio, Barrow talked

about being a regular guy born
Tommy Joe Barrow, named in hon-
or of boxer Joe Louis, a family
friend. He likes to think he hasn’t
changed since his days of growing
up on Kercheval and Hurlbut on the
city’s lower east side.

His mother, Mattie Barrow, was
the head of medical records for De-
troit Receiving Hospital. His father,

Albert (Red) Barrow, had only a
third-grade education butmanaged
to start two businesses, including
an eatery, the Brown Bomber
Chicken Shack at Mack and Cadil-
lac, and later a gambling joint at
Mack and Concord.

Barrow also speaks proudly of
his wife of nearly 18 years, Patrice
Barrow, who was a single mom at
17. She is nowa surgeon specializing
in obstetrics and gynecology, prac-
ticing at Hutzel Women’s Hospital
in Detroit and Providence Hospital
in Southfield.

He said he sees her as an exam-
ple of how people can change.

An issue of trust
While taping the interview at the

TV studio with Nolan Finley of the
Detroit News and Stephen Hender-
son of the Free Press, Barrow
pledged to put more police on the
streets and to crack down on city
departments that overspend.

He appeared to tense up when
asked why voters should trust that
he’ll bring in a more honest admin-
istration when he has been to pris-
on.

In 1994, he was convicted on 11
criminal counts, including tax eva-
sion, filing false tax returns and
fraudulently obtaining a $105,000
boat loan. He was sentenced to 21
months but served 13.

Barrow said he is innocent and
has been trying to get the convic-
tion overturned. After the inter-
view, Barrow turned to Henderson
gesturing toward his own back.

“Would you do me a favor and
take the knife out of my back?” he
said laughing.
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Tom Barrow
Age: 60
Born: Jan. 12, 1949
Resides: Berry Subdivision, Detroit
Career: Certified public accountant.
worked at Arthur Andersen & Co.,
where he remained for six years
while becoming a CPA in 1973; left
Arthur Andersen to begin Barrow,
Aldridge & Co. public accounting firm.
In 1994, a federal jury found him
guilty of tax evasion and fraud, and
he served 13 months in prison.
Political experience: Lost bids for
mayor in 1985 and 1989 against
incumbent Coleman A. Young; lost
City Council bid in 1997; appointed in
1978 by then-Gov. William Milliken to
the state Board of Accountancy,
becoming its first African American
and youngest board member.
Barrow placed second in the August

primary, with 10,302 votes to Mayor
Dave Bing’s 68,623 votes
Education: Annunciation Catholic
School; Bachelor’s degree, Wayne
State University, 1971; master’s of
business administration, Wayne
State University, 1979
Family: Married to Patrice Barrow;
has two children and a stepdaughter,
Taylor, Tom Jr. and Lori Adams
Endorsements: Eastside Community
Slate; the Coalition of Organized
Labor; Local 26 of the Amalgamated
Transit Union, which represents city
bus drivers

Nov. 3 election
Polls open at 7 a.m and close at 8 p.m.
The Elections Department will mail absen-

tee ballots to voters until 2 p.m. Saturday.
The deadline for voters to pick up ballots

and submit them in person is 4 p.m. Monday.
Voters who received absentee ballots by mail
have until 8 p.m. Nov. 3 to turn in their bal-
lots.

The tough economic cli-
mate is thedriving factor in the
growing interest amongmetro
Detroiters to swap services
with their neighbors for free.

KimHodge— co-founder of
the Lathrup Village Time-
Bank, a neighborhood skill-ex-
change program — has been
meeting with interested citi-
zens and organizations around
the state for nearly a year, but
said themomentumhaspicked
up in the past six months.

The trend is reflected na-
tionwide. TimeBanks USA has
received an average of 18 re-
quests per month for start-up
kits this year, up from an aver-
age of eight requests per
month in 2008, said founder
and co-chair Edgar Cahn.

“We all thinkwe have to live
onourown,”Hodge said. “I just
don’t think we can do that any-
more.”

In recent months, she
helped launch the MI Alliance
of TimeBanks, which will help
form local groups across the

state. There are several resi-
dents, organizations and
churches interested and think-
ing about creating time banks,
or skill-exchange programs, in
metro Detroit now, Hodge
said. She estimates there are
about 20 potential start-ups.

This includes a group in
Sterling Heights, which resi-
dent Janet Johnson hopes to
get started within the next
three months. It’s “a way for
people in a difficult economy to
fight back,” said Johnson, who
lost her job in March. “To be
able to get the services that
they need using other people’s
strengths.”

How it works
Time banks allow residents

to share services such as sew-
ing, gardening, painting, trans-
portation, child care and win-
dow installation. Typically,
members will go to the group’s
Web site to post skills they can
contribute, as well as needs
they have.

For every hour members
volunteer a skill, they bank an

hour, which is used to have
something done for them.
Hodge saidWeb site coordina-
tors can monitor hours as
they’re shifted from one per-
son’s bank to another as needs
are fulfilled.

But timebanks aren’t exclu-
sive to neighborhoods — the
Michigan Department of Cor-
rections is considering thecon-
cept. The department is think-

ing about starting a program
for recently released prisoners
to help make use of their skills
as they re-enter society,
spokesman Russ Marlan said.

Michigan and Washington,
D.C., are the first two prison
systems TimeBanks USA is
workingwith to implant such a
program. If the program is em-
ployed, it could be incorporat-
ed into parole conditions and

allow released prisoners to
earn hours that can be put to-
ward job-training or expenses,
Marlan said.

“They’re coming out with
limited resources,” he said.But
they “have talents and abili-
ties.”

Sense of community
Time banks are flourishing

most in neighborhoods.
When Lathrup Village resi-

dent Dan Gilleran needed his
basement repainted, neighbor
Frank Selinsky — a self-pro-

fessed neat, but slow, painter
— stepped up.

“He’s busy; he’s working,”
Selinsky, 62, said, of Gilleran.
“I’m not.”

Alongwithgettinghelpwith
her résumé and receiving a
massage, Hodge and her part-
ner, Tom Brodzik, also have
made friends.

“We have a group that we
play cards with or games with
every month or so,” Hodge
said. “The things that I was
looking for in my community, I
now have.”

Pastor Tim Larson of Peace
Lutheran Church in Southfield
wants to establish a sense of
community in a neighborhood
off 13 Mile between Greenfield
and Evergreen and hopes a
time bank could help.

Larson is working to have a
program up and running by
December for residents in that
area of Southfield and Beverly
Hills. “A time bank would pro-
vide a needed service,” Larson
said. Some, he added, “don’t
have cash, but they may have
time.”

Skill-swap programs tap talents, build relationships

RASHAUN RUCKER/Detroit Free Press

Dan Gilleran opens paint in the basement of his Lathrup Village home
Oct. 10. A neighbor skilled in painting tackled that part of the project.

Learn more online
For information about time

banks, go to TimeBanks USA’s
Web site at www.timebanks
.org or to the MI Alliance of
TimeBanks at www.mitime
banks.org.
TimeBanks USA provides

starter kits, which, for $65,
include a how-to manual and a
6-month trial of computer
software that allows users to
post services they can provide
and what needs they have.
Source: TimeBanks USA
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Barrow takes his campaign
to the streets of Detroit

REGINA H. BOONE/Detroit Free Press

Detroit mayoral candidate Tom Barrow chats with campaign workers, from left, Sandra Butler, Carl Wicker and Helen Gillespie
on Wednesday. Barrow finished a distant second to Mayor Dave Bing in the primary and says he can catch up to the mayor.
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